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U, 3 . DEPAi?.TAENT OF LABOR 
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, . .-•: . .- ' ' •••• PUERTO RICAN TRiA:iSPORTATION WAGE HE/uRING ,,..,. 

• • A TO BE HELD IN WASHINGTON FEBRUARY 24 •.''.'•;• •• " , ' ' • • • • . • 

A p u b l i c h e a r i n g on t h e recommenda t ion of t h e P u e r t o R i c a n R a i l r o a d and 

p r o p e r t y Motor C a r r i e r Committee •(\dll be h o l d cn F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1942 a t 10 a . m . , 

i n Roo.m 3 2 2 9 , U. 3 . Depa r tmen t of Labor B u i l d i n g , 'Washington , D. C , Thomas A/. 

H o l l a n d , A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Y/age and Hour D i v i s i o n , IJ. S» Depar-tment of Labor 

announced t o d a y . Major R o b e r t N, Campbel l w i l l p r e s i d e , A r e p o r t of t h e 

c o m r d t t e e recoramending t h e e s t a b l i s r i m e n t of a minimum v/age of 20 c e n t s an hour h a s 

b e e n f i l e d v / i t h t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . The r e p o r t v/as s i g n e d by f o u r of t h e s i x 

members of t h e c o m m i t t e e . Two members , r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e e m p l o y e r s , v o t e d a g a i n s t 

t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . ' ' ' . " 

The r ecommenda t ion was made unde r an oinendment t o t h e Wago and Hour LSON, 

a u t h o r i z i n g t h e A d m i n i s t r a d o r t o e s t a b l i s h minimum v/agos i ' i P u e r t o R i c o a t r a t o s 

l e s s t h a n 50 c e n t s a n h o u r , t h e g e n e r a l ,m.inimum of t h o s t a t u t e , v /hich beoomos 40 

c e n t s a n h o u r i n 1 9 4 5 , 

Any i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n may a p p e a r a t t h e h e a r i n g in f a v o r of or i n o p p o s i t i o n 

t o t h e r s c o m ' a e n d a t i o n . A n o t i c o of i n t e n t i o n t o a p p o a r a t t h e h e a r i n g s h o u l d bo 

f i l e d v / i t h t h e A d m . i n i s t r a t o r by Fcbro.ary 2 0 , s to - t i ng w h e t h e r t h e appeo.ranco w i l l 

be i n s u p p o r t of or o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e recomi. iendat ion and t h e a p p r o x i m a t e l e n g t h 

of t i m e r e q u e s t e d . The commi t t ee made it-? r ecommenda t ion on J a n u a r y 20 a t San 

J u a n , P u e r t o R i c o , a f t e r a p u b l i c h e a r i n g on t h e I s l a n d , e x t e n d i n g from J a n u a r y 8 

t h r o u g h J a n u a r y 1 9 . Tes t imony v/as ;;lve.n a t t h e h e a r i n g by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e 

Amer ican R a i l r o a d Coinpany of P u e r t o R i c o , , T h e P o r t o R i c a n E x p r e s s Company, t r u c k i n g 

f i r m s and by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e o m p l o y e e s , . ' '• ••'•-

D r , Art?i.ur F , R a p o r , Exononis';- of G r e e n s b o r o , G e o r g i a , S'..rved a s Chai rman 

of t h e Comr.r i t tee. J u s t i c e M a r t i n T r a v i e s o of t h e Siq^rome Cour t was -bhe o t h e r 

member r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e p u b l i c . Member.'s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e e m p l o y e r s were R e i n a l d o 

-..-...- (998 9) 



Ramiroz, Chief of t h e Maintenance of l/Yay 'Department, American Ra i l r cad Ormpany 

and Manuel I , V a l l e c i l l o who i s a s s o c i a t e d v/i'th the C i t i e s Del ivery Express , Inc, 

and the Un ive r s i t y of Rior to Rico . Senator Vicente Geigel Polanco and Jorge 

Pont Saldana served as r o p r o s u n t a t i v e s of employees. • ' !•• ' 

The comi.'-.ittee i n a separa te r e 3 > l u t i o n unanimously reques ted t h a t the 

Adm.inistrator of the Wage and Hour Divi.sion recommend enactment of l e g i s l a t i o n 

b r ing ing a l l coininon c a r r i e r s ijnder the pae r to Rican Publ ic Service Commission. 
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